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The STARS National Conference is a leadership conference lead by FRIENDS FIRST, Inc., a non-profit, non-sectarian 501(c) 3 organization. 
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Dear Conference Participant, 
 
FRIENDS FIRST is thrilled that you will be attending the 24th annual STARS National Conference, June 28-29, 2021. 
The STARS National Conference (SNC) empowers and motivates teens to become leaders, build healthy 
relationships and avoid high-risk behaviors. As a participant, you will experience life on a college campus while 
building important life-skills and learning to be a positive role model in your community through powerful keynote 
speakers, workshops and fun activities. 
 
To get started, please read the following information in this packet carefully. This packet contains important 
information for you and your parents/guardians. Please make sure that your parents/guardians also read this entire 
packet! 
 
If you have any questions, please call April Montoya, Conference Director, at 720.981.9193 or 
email us at snc@friendsfirst.org. 
 
See you soon, 
FRIENDS FIRST Staff 

tel:720-981-9193
mailto:snc@friendsfirst.org?subject=2021%20STARS%20National%20Conference
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Conference Tuition 
The cost of the conference includes: 

 Snacks   

 STARS National Conference T-Shirt & other swag 

 All events and activities throughout the conference  

 All large group presentations 

 All workshops 

 Materials needed to participate in workshops and other conference activities  
 

 

Conference Location 
SNC is going virtual this year! When you registered, you should have received a confirmation email detailing 
instructions on how to access the virtual SNC experience from your home. We will be hosting optional in-person 
gatherings at various locations so be on the lookout for a separate email invitation and communication from 
your program coordinator for details. 

 

 

Conference Times & Dates 
Conference Begins: Monday, June 28th, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 
Conference Ends: Tuesday, June 29th, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. 
Optional In-Person Gathering:  Participants who feel comfortable are invited to join FRIENDS FIRST staff and 
other participants for an outside park gathering in your community. Details on location and activities will be 
provided by your program coordinator and through an email invitation. 

 

 

Virtual Conference Rules 
 Participants are required to attend ALL activities. 

 Participants should try to eliminate distractions during organized events and workshops. 

 Participants should refrain from using profane or offensive language while participating in organized 
events and workshops either verbally or through written functions. No language will be allowed 
that defames, degrades or is offensive to a gender, race, color, religious creed, sexual orientation, 
national origin, ancestry, age, a physical or mental impairment or culture. 
 

Any infraction of rules may result in your dismissal from the conference. No refunds will be given. FRIENDS 
FIRST will have the final say on disciplinary procedures. 

 
 

In-Person Optional Gathering Rules 
 Participants are required to attend ALL activities. 

 Participants should try to eliminate distractions during organized events and workshops. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 Participants should refrain from using profane or offensive language while participating in organized 
events and workshops either verbally or through written functions. No language will be allowed 
that defames, degrades or is offensive to a gender, race, color, religious creed, sexual orientation, 
national origin, ancestry, age, a physical or mental impairment or culture. 

 Participants cannot go off-campus during the conference unless the activity is led by STARS 
coordinators/chaperones. 

 No visitors, except parents or guardians will be permitted (Please notify FRIENDS FIRST conference 
staff via the SNC Conference phone number: (720) 593-4762, if you are expecting a parent or 
guardian on campus) 

 Sexual activity, smoking, tobacco, drugs, and alcohol are NOT permitted. Any participants involved 
in these behaviors will be sent home immediately at their own expense.   
 

Any infraction of rules may result in your dismissal from the conference. No refunds will be given. FRIENDS 
FIRST will have the final say on disciplinary procedures. 
 
 

COVID-19 Information and Waiver Agreement 
Optional Outside In-Person Gatherings 
The safety of our youth is of the utmost importance. In planning activities, students will be assigned to a 
hub, or smaller group of students rather than one large group, to reduce risk. FRIENDS FIRST will uphold all 
CDC guidelines currently in place such as temperature screening, social distancing, wearing masks, use of 
hand sanitizer, not sharing equipment, cleaning all surfaces/items and providing individualized 
snacks/drinks. Students with symptoms will be instructed not to attend.  
 
Inclement Weather 
Outdoor activities are shown to be one of the safest places for people to interact without contracting the 
virus. However, in the event of inclement weather preventing park activities, you will be notified of 
cancellation and rescheduling to a future date if possible.  
 
Signed Waiver Agreement (This waiver/terms agreement was agreed upon within your registration, this is 
just a copy for your reference) 
 
While FRIENDS FIRST will make every effort to ensure the safety of each and every student, we cannot 
guarantee that your student will not contract the virus or become ill. The following waiver must be signed in 
order to participate: 
 
THEREFORE, in consideration of being permitted to participate in programs, events and/or activities offered 
by FRIENDS FIRST, I understand, acknowledge and agree to the following:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
I have independently evaluated and reviewed the risks of being exposed to or infected with COVID-19 and 
have determined to participate in FRIENDS FIRST programs, events, and/or activities with full knowledge 
and acceptance of the risk. Fully understanding these risks, I, for myself, my child(ren), my spouse, my legal 
representatives, heirs, and assigns, hereby agree to assume full responsibility and liability for the risk of 
bodily injury, illness, permanent disability, and/or death which may result from exposure to or infection 
with COVID-19 before, during, or after participating in a FRIENDS FIRST program, event, or activity. I, for 
myself, my child(ren), my spouse, my legal representatives, heirs and assigns, hereby waive, release, and 
discharge FRIENDS FIRST, its officials, employees, volunteers, attorneys, and agents from any and all liability 
to me, my child(ren), my spouse, my legal representatives, heirs, and assigns, for any and all losses or 
damages resulting from bodily injury, illness, permanent disability, and/or death, whether caused by 
negligence of FRIENDS FIRST or its officials, employees, volunteers, attorneys, and agents or otherwise, 
which claims, losses, and demands arise during or result directly or indirectly from exposure to or infection 
with COVID-19 before, during, or after participating in a FRIENDS FIRST program, event, or activity. 
I also acknowledge that in the event the State or local health department issues a mandatory “Stay at 
Home” order, or mandates the closure of certain programs and/or facilities, participant(s) will not receive a 
refund due to the pre-paid investment of supplies and resources by FF. 

 

 

Dress Code  
For our virtual conference, no clothing will be allowed that defames, degrades or is offensive to a gender, 
race, color, religious creed, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, a physical or mental 
impairment or culture. Nor should any clothing display any suggestive of objectionable material. Clothing 
must not advocate unhealthy behavior, dangerous practice, or create a safety problem (includes no 
graphics/text containing sexual connotations, controlled substances, profanity or violence.  
 
If you are attending the in optional in-person gathering, all clothing should adequately cover the chest, 
torso, undergarments, and legs (defined by a length equal to or longer than fists hanging at your side). No 
clothing will be allowed that defames, degrades or is offensive to a gender, race, color, religious creed, 
sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, a physical or mental impairment or culture. Nor should 
any clothing display any suggestive or objectionable material. Clothing must not advocate unhealthy 
behavior, dangerous practice, or create a safety problem (includes no graphics/text containing sexual 
connotations, controlled substances, profanity or violence). Appropriate, safe footwear must be worn at all 
times.  

 

 

Scheduled Events & Workshops 
A list of workshops will be available online at friendsfirst.org/stars-national-conference prior to the 
conference. You will be required to attend a workshop, scheduled Monday and Tuesday, during the 
designated workshop times. Upon arrival, you will also receive an agenda of all scheduled activities and 
workshops. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.friendsfirst.org/stars-national-conference


 

 

Parent Workshops 
A list of workshops will be available online at friendsfirst.org/stars-national-conference. Parent workshops 
will be held online on multiple dates to ensure all parents can attend one of the available workshops. 
Admission is free to all parents/guardians of students registered for SNC. These workshops will include 
helpful logistical information that is relevant to a parent sending a student to SNC. Additionally, each 
workshop will focus on a parent-related topic of discussion. Our dynamic and engaging presenters will share 
tips and skills related to guiding and raising teens. 
 

***Parents are required to attend a workshop prior to their child participating in 

SNC*** 
 
 

Emergency Phone Calls 
If family needs to reach a student during the optional in-person gathering for emergency purposes only, 
please contact the SNC Conference phone number immediately: 720-593-4762. 

 

https://www.friendsfirst.org/stars-national-conference
http://www.starsconference.org/

